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Conversations with <Yep and Soentpiet 
Negotiating between cultures: 
Establishing a multicultural identity 
through writing and illustrating 

LAUllENCE YEP, AUTHOll 

L 
uurcncc Yep hu wrillcn for you,ig p<.'Of)lc 
In ll Vllriety o( gen re•. Nb numerou• 
worb include ll<.'lcnce fiction. fllnl,uy. his
torical Oction. conlcmponary fiction. po
etry. play:,. :ind (olk!alc:<. Ne bciuln hi.1 

wrlling career Ill ""-" ctq,hlccn while he wu.• 11 ••u • 
dcnl Ill Mnrqucllc Univcr.ily. Iii$ fir:<I pub lb hcd 
•lory arrc:·11rcd in a science (1clion lna,g,&7.inc 11nd 
paid h im a penny II word. Since th en. he luu :ctnr• 
ncr-c.d a n in 11>rcMivc li.11 of mward11 for h is writ ir\._'(A. 
lnclu d it\l!, lhc IRA'• <.:h ildren•• llook Award l'or 
Dragonwtns• and lwo N..-wlxry llonor Awards 
for Draaonwlna• w1d Drqoa'• Qata. In h is 
11u lobio:,.r11phy, The Loil Garden, he wnlc:<. •AU 
lho sc. year• I had been lryin,'( lo solve puulcsw hcn 
I he b~~e•I pu 1.>:lc had been myocl1 CYcp. I ~6. p. 
102) . A lhi.rd ~cnc nallon <.:hin c.'IC Amc,·ican. Yep 
•pcn l h l• childhood in San l'rnndoco. Th e re he "ex• 
pcr icnced a t lcn.itt two d.lfrc-rcnt San Fnau cbco.J
(Jo hnson - l'ccli1,ss, I fl!l5. p. Ill. 

Outside o( t.:hinatown. his parents owned 11nd 
opcntlcd u mom and pop ~rottry •lore a.nd lhe (am, 
Uy lived in the apart ment ovcr lhc •tore. 11\C 11ei..q,h • 
borhood w iu predom ina n tly Afncan American . I k 
a llendcd St. Mary•• .; r a m1nar School. near 
Chinatown. which had been a mwlo11 10 convert 
Ch ine.cc American• into Ch ri• tianity (Yep. I !1!16. 
p.52). Th e older mem bers o( hi, (amlly were no l 
l'.hri•tlu11J1. a nd lhe o nly connection he had wit h 
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their tradiliotual cclcbrutions w ,u the i'lrccrackcr,1 
thal he could •hoot off at New Year '•· Mb inuncdi 
a lc (11mily did nol •peak 1.·hincsc 111 ho 1nc. lie w11.• 
rcscnt(ul wt1en SI. Mary·• Wll> lrnn,t'or mcd from a 
~rc:,t11l11r~ ll<.'hool into II Chinese School and he w11.• 
forced lo le11m Cl1incsc. which was 10 him II for
ei._1tn lllJ'l1t~. 

Thot1~h he m11y nol h11vc 1hou:,t111 of himself 
as <.:h i,..,..,. othcr e h ildren clearly SllW him 11• A.•i11n. 

I R"mcmb:-r a ,tro,.1p of c hildren wl10 L~amc 

dr.>wt1 1hr bk,,c,t._ bolh bl.1M.--k a ... d white. They WC-ft' 

JJttl C'l!ldlf\"C. lo be- ,okUcn ln 'WorlJ Wa,• II, Sud• 

donty they ~1 makh,:t nK" • lai,tcl. 1a.111umht,t 

that I wu Ja.,-1k'K~ Saul ~ante: a.kN\'( cmd d1aa:-d 

them off: but I r"CilliX.Cd thal I WWI lh c: ncl'(,h • 

borhood'• aU•purpruc A,b,n •- II made nt.e fed 

h~ anout-.dcr'nliOtt lh.au ever In n,yow,1 , u:l-(h • 

~tto0el fYqi-, I tttM;, !UO. 

Those w ho lnunted ltim were n o l ed ucated 
enough lo know or lo care tlual there '"re dl((crcnl 
A.1.iat, culh1rc.!l. At the !Wl11C tin 1e. Yep w,u ~ much 
u plll"I o ( American cult ur..- tha t he did not read ily 
n:co.<t1ti:u- the dblortcd inu,,.1(1:• o( h is own eth nic 
commw1ity. In 11notJ1er hl.<IIUICC. he reca lled watch 
h\q, a cartoon in w hich lhe proll\'(01\isl had" COIi · 
Oic t with Chine.cc laundry men. The- ..-h11rnclcr. 
c lad in black pajanuu wilh °"""-1(1:mtoo • lant,-d "Y"• 
did not seem real. · t reme mber p ullb\'I. my (h1.,'(cr• 
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